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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 95-21-002, filed 10/4/95,
effective 11/4/95)

WAC 458-30-500  Definitions of terms used in WAC 458-30-500
through 458-30-590.  (1) Introduction.  This ((section)) rule
sets forth the definitions to be used in administering and
understanding the statutes and rules relating to special benefit
assessments on classified farm and agricultural and timber land.

(2) Definitions.  For the purposes of WAC 458-30-500
through 458-30-590, unless otherwise required by the context,
the following definitions apply:

(a) "Average rate of inflation" means the annual rate of
inflation adopted each year by the department of revenue in
accordance with WAC 458-30-580 averaged over the period of time
provided in WAC 458-30-550 and 458-30-570.

(b) "Connection charge" or "charge for connection" means
the charge required to be paid to the district for connection to
the service as opposed to the assessment based upon the benefits
derived.

(c) "District" means any local improvement district,
utility local improvement district, local utility district, road
improvement district, or any similar unit created by a local
government for the purpose of levying special benefit
assessments against property specially benefited by improvements
relating to the districts.

(d) "Farm and agricultural land" means land classified
under the provisions of RCW 84.34.020(2); in other words, one of
the following:

(i) Any parcel of land twenty or more acres in size or
multiple parcels of land that are contiguous and total twenty or
more acres in size when the land is:

(A) Primarily used to produce livestock or agricultural
products for commercial purposes;

(B) Enrolled in the federal Conservation Reserve Program or
its successor administered by the United States Department of
Agriculture; or

(C) Primarily used in similar commercial agricultural
activities as may be established by rule.

(ii) Any parcel of land or contiguous parcels of land at
least five acres, but less than twenty acres, in size that is
primarily used for commercial agricultural purposes, and
produces a gross income each year equal to:

(A) One hundred dollars or more in cash per acre per year
for three of the five calendar years preceding the date of
application for classification when the application was made
prior to January 1, 1993; or
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(B) Two hundred dollars or more in cash per acre per year
for three of the five calendar years preceding the date of
application for classification when the application is made on
or after January 1, 1993.

(iii) Any parcel of land or contiguous parcels of land less
than five acres in size that is primarily used for commercial
agricultural purposes, and produces a gross income each year
equal to:

(A) One thousand dollars or more in cash per year for three
of the five calendar years preceding the date of application for
classification when the application was made prior to January 1,
1993; and

(B) One thousand five hundred dollars or more in cash per
year for three of the five calendar years preceding the date of
application for classification when the application is made on
or after January 1, 1993.

(iv) Any parcel of land that is twenty or more acres in
size or multiple parcels of land that are contiguous and total
twenty or more acres in size on which housing for farm and
agricultural employees and the principal residence of the farm
operator or the owner of land classified ((pursuant to)) under
RCW 84.34.020 (2)(a) is situated if:

(A) The housing or residence is on or contiguous to the
classified parcel; and

(B) The use of the housing or the residence is integral to
the use of the classified parcel for agricultural purposes.

(e) "Final assessment roll" means a final special benefit
assessment roll approved or confirmed by local government for
the purpose of levying special benefit assessments against
property specially benefited by a sanitary and/or storm sewerage
system, domestic water supply and/or distribution system, or
road construction and/or improvement.

(f) "Local government" means any city, town, county,
((sewer district)), water-sewer district, public utility
district, port district, irrigation district, flood control
district, or any other municipal corporation, quasi-municipal
corporation, or other political subdivision authorized to levy
special benefit assessments for sanitary and/or storm sewerage
systems, domestic water supply and/or distribution systems, or
road construction and/or improvement purposes.

(g) "Owner" means:
(i) Any person(s) having the fee interest in land((, except

that where land is subject to real estate contract)); ((and)) or
(ii) The contract vendee when the land is subject to a real

estate contract.
(h) "Removal" or "removed" means ((that all or a portion
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of)) land classified under ((the provisions of)) chapter 84.34
RCW ((must be)) is removed from classification by the assessor
because the owner requests removal, the new owner fails to sign
notice of classification continuance, or the land is no longer
being used for the purpose for which classification was granted
((or for any other classified use within the current use
program.  The change in use may occur because of the sale or
transfer of the classified land, the request by the owner to
remove the land from the current use program, the determination
by the assessor that the classified land no longer meets the
criteria for classification under chapter 84.34 RCW, or any of
the other occurrences listed in WAC 458-30-295)). (i) "Special
benefits assessments" means special assessments levied or
capable of being levied in any local improvement district or
otherwise levied or capable of being levied by a local
government to pay for all or part of the costs of a local
improvement and that may be levied only for the special benefits
to be realized by property because of the local improvement.

(j) "Timber land" means land classified under the
provisions of RCW 84.34.020(3); in other words, any parcel of
land five or more acres in size or multiple parcels of land that
are contiguous and total five or more acres in size that is
primarily used to commercially grow and harvest forest crops.
"Timber land" refers only to the land.

(k) "Withdrawal" or "withdrawn" ((occurs when)) means
action taken by the owner of land classified under ((the
provisions of)) chapter 84.34 RCW ((has filed)) by filing a
notice of request to withdraw ((all or a portion of)) the land
from classification under the current use program in compliance
with RCW 84.34.070.  ((In order to qualify for withdrawal, the
parcel(s) of land must have been classified for a minimum of))
Once land has been classified under chapter 84.34 RCW, it must
remain so classified for at least ten years ((and the owner must
have filed a notice of request to withdraw with the assessor at
least two years prior to the assessment year when the parcel
will be valued at the assessed value as determined in accordance
with the county's approved revaluation cycle)) from the date of
classification.  At any time after eight years of the initial
ten-year classification period have elapsed, the owner may file
a notice of request to withdraw all or a portion of the land
from classification with the assessor of the county in which the
land is located.  Land is withdrawn from ((classified status
by)) classification as a result of a voluntary act ((of)) by the
owner.


